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Bob Schillerstrom Main
Speaker at Annual Meeting

By Deborah Jan Fagan, chief planner
and county trail system coordinator

ob  Schillerstrom has
advocated for trails for
many years, from when

he worked for the Naperville
Park District, to when he was The
Conservation Foundation Board
Chairman, to when he served on
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the DuPage County Board. Near
the end of last year, Schillerstrom
retired from the county board.
He had served as a board mem-
ber from 1986 to 1992 and most
recently, held the position of board
chairman from 1998 to 2010.

In a fitting way, Schillerstrom
gave one of his last speeches as
DuPage County Board Chairman
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At the annual meeting, IPPc President Bob Sobie, left, presents DuPage County
Board Chair Bob Schillerstrom, right, a plaque from The IPPc which reads, “In
recognition for long-standing leadership in DuPage County government, outstand-
ing advocacy of multi-use trails and amenities in DuPage County, promoting open
spaces, establishing the County Environmental Concerns Commission, and for being

a friend of the Illinois Prairie Path.”

to a group of strong trail sup-
porters, The Illinois Prairie Path
not-for-profit corporation (IPPc)
membership.

At The IPPc annual meeting
on Sunday, November 7, 2010,
the outgoing chairman presented
a summary of the major activities
and accomplishments in DuPage
County during his twelve-year
term in office. Some of the high-
lights included:

* Updating the DuPage
County Regional Bikeway
Plan, a coordinated blue-
print for implementing
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A Message from the President

By Bob Sobie, IPPc president

I hope that you will join me in saying thank you to four hard-working
members of The Illinois Prairie Path not-for-profit corporation (IPPc)
who did not seek another term as board members. Dick and Nancy
Wilson have been involved with the Illinois Prairie Path (IPP) since the
very beginning and served on The IPPc Board of Directors for forty-
two years collectively, and Dick served as vice president for ten years.
These two intellectuals have been a mainstay for this organization.
David Watts not only served as a director of The IPPc for nine years,
he also took on roles of office manager, newsletter editor, and website
designer. David’s wisdom, foresight, and abilities will definitely be
missed. Diana Lund has stepped down from the board to devote her
time as our office manager and newsletter editor. Diana is the glue
that holds us all together. Thankfully, she will continue to attend every
board meeting and keep us on track. Dick, Nancy, David, and Diana,
thank you for your service to this organization.

I also thank Ray Bartels, who served The IPPc well as president for
the past three years. I have learned a lot from Ray’s leadership. He
will remain a director and is a valuable source of information going
forward.

We now have a few openings

on the board to fill. Currently the

~ board consists of fourteen members
- whose experiences and expertise
- vary widely. But as a group, our
weakest areas of skill are finance
and law, and our weakest areas of
representation are Kane and Cook
counties. Though 1 welcome any

At the annual meeting IPPc President
Ray Bartels accepts plaque from incom-
ing president, Bob Sobie. Plaque reads,
“In recognition of the exceptional ser-
vice to the IPP, leadership in the roles
and responsibilities as president of The
IPPc from 2006 to 2010, and long-stand-
ing support of IPPc efforts.”

member of our community to vol-
unteer for The IPPc Board, I am
looking to strengthen our organi-
zation by seeking out those with
experience as lawyers, accoun-
tants, or financial industry profes-
sionals, preferably from Kane or
Cook County. If you or somebody

you know fits this description and is interested, please contact us by

calling (630) 752-0120.

Over the past year, The IPPc and its members have a lot to be grate-

ful for. Various agencies completed many Path projects, some of which
took decades to plan! Kane and DuPage counties’ Stearns Road Expan-
sion Project began as an idea over twenty years ago, and the IPP portion

Continued on page 14
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Volunteers
Needed to Clean
Up the Path on
April 30

Hear ye! Hear ye! Come one.
Come all. Respond to our call. It’s
not strength nor finesse we need,
but willing hearts and many hands.
Bring your neighbor. Bring your
friends. Gadzooks, bring groups
of ten. Clean up the Path, we’ll
do, for it needs a sprucin’.

In plain English, The Illinois
Prairie Path not-for-profit corpo-
ration has scheduled its annual
trail cleanup for Saturday, April
30, 2011. Your help is needed for
an hour, two hours, or a morning
to clean up litter on the Illinois
Prairie Path, its rights-of-way, and
trail parking lots.

You can call one of our cleanup
coordinators (See list on the right.
For the Great Western Trail, e-mail
frnds stntrl@aol.com.) to ask
where your help is needed most,
which is highly recommended
for large groups. Or, simply show
up to work. See list on page 6 for
what to wear and bring.

The cleanup begins at 9am and
wraps up around noon, with the
exception of the Wheaton IPP
cleanup, which starts at 8am. Each
area will have a sign-up table for
registration and for assignment
to an exact location. Some tables
will be located at:

Wheaton: Lincoln Avenue
on the IPP Elgin branch,
operated by the Wheaton
Environmental Improve-

Continued on page 6
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Trail Cleanup
Volunteers Needed

ANNUAL TRAIL
CLEANUP

of the lllinois Prairie Path

Saturday, April 30, 2011
Starting at 9:00am
Rain or Shine!
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Ifyou, yourfamily, or co-workers are interested in volunteering,
please contact one of the cleanup coordinators listed below.

lllinois Prairie Path Trail Coordinator Phone Number

Aurora Branch/Naperville Ed Barsotti 630-978-0583
lib@bikelib.org

Elgin Branch/Oliver Square Dick and Nancy Wilson 847-299-7882
nancy60018@yahoo.com

Elmhurst* Bob Hoel 630-279-8510

bob.hoel@comcast.net
David Peterson
dw-peterson-pe@ieee.org

Geneva (Fox River going east) 630-232-2153

Glen Ellyn Kristen Schrader 630-469-5000

Lombard David Gorman 630-620-5700

Maywood and Bellwood Lennel Grace 708-244-1673
lennelgracejr@yahoo.com
Marcius Scaggs 708-473-9497
ms2496@att.com

Villa Park Pride Commission 630-834-8500

x6059

Warrenville Jennifer McMahon 630-514-3040
McMahon2635@comcast.net

West Chicago / Geneva Spur Scott Hensey 630-231-8261
scott.hnsey@gmail.com

Wheaton Tracy Vought 630-260-2870
cleanupthepath@yahoo.com

Winfield Erik Spande 630-871-6640

erik.spande@comcast.net

* EImhurst annual Earth Day cleanup takes place on Saturday, April 23.

For additional locations or questions, call
Ray Bartels at 630-606-8851

e-mail: Rbartel399@comcast.net
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The lllinois Prairie Path
Treasurer’s Report

Fiscal Year 2010

Cash Balance, November 1, 2009
Chase — Checking Account
Chase — Saving Account
Chase — Office Manager's Account
Office Manager's Petty Cash Account

Total

Revenue
Donations, Grants, Bequests
Dues
Sales (Maps, Shirts, Patches, Guides, etc.)
Interest
Unrealized Capital Gains
Miscellaneous

Total

Expenditures
Office Manager (Contractual Stipend)
Newsletters (Producing and Mailing)
Maintenance and Repairs
Litter Removal and Port-o-let
Post Office
Telephone
Special Projects
Special Events
Prairie Restoration (Contract)
Scout Projects
Printing
Merchandise for Sale
Donations, Grants, Bequests
Travel/Board Expenses
Legal and Consulting
Office Supplies, etc.
Dues and Subscriptions
Insurance
Web Page Maintenance
Government Fees
Miscellaneous

Total

Cash Balance, October 31, 2010
Chase — Checking Account
Chase — Saving Account
Chase — Office Manager’s Account
Office Manager'’s Petty Cash Account
Chase CDs
Chase Bond Fund

Total

Submitted by Rob Sperl, IPPc treasurer

$10,043.44
134,286.10
696.99
20.87
$145,047.40

$36,223.74
31,722.00
1,203.25
144.24
4,922.83
20.00
$74,236.06

$11,100.00
5,387.08
2,041.34
8,307.83
2,044.71
586.53
4,437.00
20.00
11,801.15

83.54

646.87
775.07
4,000.00
44479
1,000.00
175.93
0.00
879.00
47.42
25.00
20.00
$53,823.26

$33,510.41
21,386.43
537.28
59.63
30,043.62
80,432.52
$165,969.89
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Meet New
President Bob
Sobie

I love the Prairie Path! I can’t help
it; the Illinois Prairie Path has
been a big part of my life since I
was five years old. I used to play
on the Chicago, Aurora & Elgin
right-of-way before it became the
IPP; I rode my bike directly be-
hind the equipment used to drop
the first layer of limestone screen-
ing onto the old railroad ballast; I
courted Martha, who became my
wife, on weekend bike rides; and
Martha and I took our children on
family bike rides on the IPP. The
Illinois Prairic Path has always
played an important part in my
life, and I am proud to be elected
president of The Illinois Prairie

President Bob Sobie poses
along the IPP in Villa Park.

Path not-for-profit corporation.
After the day I retired from a
thirty-year College of DuPage
teaching career in automotive
service technology, speech/com-
munications, and field studies,
I attended the very next IPPc
Board meeting to ask how I could
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